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anonymous books or pamphlets; his sister wished to koop
her authorship concealed; and Millar, of course, equally
wished to retain the shadowy influence of Fioldm-'s name
on the sales.   The knot was untied by their bringing out
another impression of the novel with a title-page enlarged
to include "The Second Edition, Revised and Oorrociod.
With a Preface by Henry Fielding Esq."    Suppressing
Ms sister's Advertisement, Fielding informed the public
in Ms preface that the author was "a young woman .  .  .
nearly and dearly allied to me, in the highest friendship as
well as relation," who needed in the composition of a novel
no assistance from him or from anyone else.   It appears,
however, though his statement is vague, that he did render
her considerable aid in the matter of details and the gen-
eral conduct of the story; and for the second impression he
certainly reread much of the novel, correcting "grammati-
cal and other errors in style," and occasionally inserting a
piquant phrase, especially in the chapter headings.    But
all the original lapses of his sister in diction, IiT declared,
amounted to little when set against the beauties of the book
and its nohle thoughts.   His love for his sister is ample
excuse for Ms opinion that "the merit of this work consists
in a vast penetration into human nature, a deep and pro-
found discernment of all the mazes, windings and laby-
rinths, which perplex the heart of man to such a degree,
that he is himself often incapable of seeing through thorn."
In this high estimate of Sarah>s novel, Richardson for
once agreed with his rival.   After Fielding's death, Rich-
ardson wrote to her, in line with a remark of I)r, Johnson ?s,
that her late brother's knowledge of the human heart was
but as "the knowledge of the outside of a clock-work ma-
chine/' while hers was "that of all the finer springs and
movements of the inside."*   To be suspected as the author
of "David Simple," said Fielding, was an honour that
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